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Wheelchair Rugby Players Transform Athletic Ideal
October 6, 2011 - Waxhaw,  NC

A double amputee - maybe quadruple.  Paralysis from the chest down  with hands, but they just don't work well.  Men  and women in heavy, steel welded  wheelchairs.  No pads and no helmets.  Airborne, with or without the chair, depending on whether or not  you strapped in.  Getting your bell rung.   That's quad rugby - a Paralympic team medal sport sometimes referred to as Murderball.
Five quad rugby clubs from the southeastern half of the US will meet up in Waxhaw, NC  for the 4th Annual Carolina Collision Quad Rugby Tournament on Saturday, October 8 and Sunday October 9 at Marvin Ridge High School.   Games run from  9 to 5 on Saturday and 9 to 2 on Sunday,  admission to the event is free.

So are athletes born or made?  Maybe a little of both,  but no matter what your opinion, the power, vigor, agility and strength of these athletes are not in question.  As mainstream diehard sport fans are exposed, the response is typical.  Awe.  Players face a 40 second clock to score,  and much shorter time restraints for inbounding, passing, dribbling and getting past half court.  Hits are strategic and hard because pushing opponents off the court can equal a turnover.
The event is hosted by Charlotte's home team the Carolina Crash and ASAP, Adaptive Sports and Adventure Programs of Carolina Rehabilitation.   Numerous returning sponsors, including Waxhaw's Subway and Stonecrest Chick fil-A have served to establish the event - one of only two in the state of NC each year.

The Carolina Crash, sponsored by ASAP, Priority Payment Systems and the Wells Fargo Foundation,  is western North Carolina's only quad rugby team.  The program exists to establish and expand the sport by providing both recreational  and elite competitive play opportunities for both men and women with quadriplegia.   
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